her husband; for actually the play is a kind of Chaucer's Canter-
berry Tales, with a difference, where the characters instead of telling
stories, discuss ideas. There is the usual dividing of the debaters
into the Positive and Negative Characters. Johnny Tarleton
modelled after Stephen, is the darling child of his mother and is
like her in his mental furnishing* He, his mother and Baker are
the Negative Characters. The rest of the characters possess
varying degrees of the Positive traits,
Johnny Tarleton is the champion Negative Character, He is
the do-the-regular-thing sort. His attitude to social responsibility
is limited to the payment of taxes and serving on the Jury. He
is worried that his father's enthusiasm for opening libraries will
eat away into his inheritance, though he admits that a certain amount
of public work has a commercial value as advertisement and as a
source of profitable business contacts. At any rate, this is a
positive trait in Johnny's character. Johnny's reading habits
are suited to the mental age of fourteen though he is thirty. He
does not like ideas in books. He likes a book with a plot in it,
He looks on the author as a seller of self-forgetting. He has
definite views on the relation of the sexes. Dogmatically, he
lays down the law that economic independence for women is bad
and that it is bad for morality in general.
The second Negative specimen in the play is Julius Baker, the
gunner, As Straker is the apoltical new-man of the polytechnics,
Julius Baker is the adding machine and a Marxist in one. Wilks
in the Simpleton shoots himself but Marx-Baker wants to shoot
the bourgeoisie, who, he thinks, are the embodiments of all kinds
of immorality. When he witnesses Hypatia's chasing of Percival,
he suffers from the moral shock. He does not read novels. He
has no need to, because he is a congenital romantic in his incurable
blindness to facts, He reads the leftist newspapers and has great
admiration for the proletarian heroes inside and outside Russia,
He reads costly six shilling books that teach him how to affirm
his manhood. Lord Summerhays dissects hi$ character. Asked
by the Gunner as to what he would do with his likes in Jenghiskhan*
the latter says:
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